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“The true value of KCSF scholarship extends far beyond the financial 
support we receive. It solidified and validated my identity as a Korean 

Canadian, and further empowered me to transition from being the 
beneficiary of the initiatives in Korean Canadian community to being  

the provider. Many of us who received the scholarship are now leaders in 
the Korean Canadian community, and we are happy to pass on the 

legacy that we received from the previous generations.”

 Huntae Kim, MD, Psychiatrist, KCSF Scholarship Recipient ‘12

"The Soiree networking event provided me an excellent 
platform to apply my networking skills and make meaningful 
connections that I continue to utilize today." 

Michael Ahn, Actuarial Analyst, Soiree '16 Attendee

“Attending Konnect in Grade 10 and 12 was a very rewarding experience. 
Surrounding myself with post-secondary students as well as young 

professionals helped me create connections and learn about different fields 
of study. Konnect is a place where opportunities are found, skills are 

developed, and lasting friendships are made. The leaders took the role as 
our mentors, and made the camp a very comfortable and fun environment.” 

 Angel Shon, Bachelor of Health Sciences Program, 
McMaster University, Konnect ’14 and ’16 participant   



We are building a generation of Canada’s next leaders in a 
wide variety of sectors through our Scholarship and 

Student Leadership Development Programs.

K o r e a n  C a n a d i a n  S c h o l a r s h i p  F o u n d a t i o n  ( K C S F )

The concept of “dream trees 꿈나무” is unique to the Korean heritage and symbolizes the relationship that 
Koreans have with education. Our youth represent promising “dream  trees” that require nurturing to cultivate 
their talent, achieve success and fulfill their potential for growth. Generations before us have traditionally held 
dreams, hopes and aspirations for the next generation. Once fulfilled, those “dream trees” blossom and plant 
seeds for future generations.

Founded in 1978, KCSF was one of the first Korean-Canadian charities in Canada to grant merit-based 
scholarships. Over the years, KCSF has grown into one of the most respected Korean-Canadian charities, 
 and has expanded its mandate to provide bursaries and offer student leadership development programs. 

To date, KCSF has awarded over 700 scholarships and bursaries with a total value of over $1.5M  to young 
promising post-secondary Canadian students across Canada and around the world, truly investing in Canada’s 
next generation of leaders.  

Growing the dream trees of tomorrow… KCSF nurtures students to 
achieve their full potential and provides opportunities for students to 

create their unique paths to success.
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We also provide various student leadership development programs throughout the year 
focusing on developing leadership, networking, cultural identity, career advancement and 
other soft skills that are not learned in school. These programs include a parliamentary 
internship program, Konnect Leadership Camp, Soiree networking event and Career 
Conference. These student development programs go hand in hand with and complement 
our scholarship and bursary programs to ensure the next generation of leaders is equipped to 
face the challenges of our time and make positive impacts in the community. 

KCSF operates primarily on private philanthropic gifts and sponsorships from corporations and individuals. 
We are also a 100% volunteer-run organization made up of high-skilled and dedicated young and seasoned 
professionals from diverse backgrounds.  This means that all the proceeds raised are directed to our programs. 

Every year our volunteers devote over 5,000 hours to develop, plan and execute various programs and events of 
KCSF such as the scholarship and bursary programs, parliamentary internship program, Konnect Leadership 
Camp, Soiree networking event, Career Conference and the annual fundraising Scholarship Night Gala (please 
refer to Page 17 to learn more about KCSF’s programs).

We provide young leaders of character with opportunities to develop their talents for their individual growth 
and also for the growth and improvement of our community. 
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By supporting KCSF you are 
investing in the future of Canada

Scholarships are one of the many ways KCSF serves the community.



Canada’s Largest Elite Professionals’ Fundraiser                                                              
in the Korean Canadian Community

K C S F  S c h o l a r s h i p  N i g h t  G a l a

The 36th Annual KCSF Scholarship Night Gala 

Join us on Saturday, May 6, 2017 at the beautiful and historic Arcadian Court in downtown Toronto, to be a part 
of the 36th Annual KCSF Scholarship Night Gala in support of KCSF’s programs and to celebrate its 2016/2017 
scholars. 

An unparalleled night of networking and entertainment for our audience, the KCSF Scholarship Night Gala has 
become a must-attend event for established community leaders and members, successful professionals, 
academics, and entrepreneurs of Korean heritage, and Canadian organizations and businesses that have a 
relationship with, or wish to support, the Korean Canadian community. 

The Gala includes a reception, an inspiring keynote address, scholarship presentations, dinner, entertainment, 
raffles, and more. A night of true celebration that bridges the former, current and future leaders of our 
community - bridges the past, present and future generation of Korean-Canadians - and bridges the legacy of 
our immigrant past with the limitless potential of our Canadian dreams. 
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Canada’s Largest Elite Professionals’ Fundraiser                                                              
in the Korean Canadian Community

Thanks to our generous supporters, we were able to 
raise nearly $80,000 for KCSF’s scholarship, bursary and 

student development programs last year

Event Overview and a History of Success 

This formal evening highlights growth and achievements of the Korean-Canadian community. We take pride in 
our heritage and embrace our future in Canada. 

This signature fundraiser for KCSF brings the community together for a night of celebration, entertainment, 
delicious food and friendship. 

Over the years, the KCSF Scholarship Night Gala has consistently grown in scale and importance within the 
community and has become the largest fundraiser to attract affluent and socially minded Korean-Canadian 
professionals, most of whom are situated in mainstream Canadian businesses and institutions. In addition, the 
KCSF Scholarship Night Gala continues to attract new corporate sponsors from outside of the
Korean-Canadian community. 

Past and present sponsors include TD Canada Trust, Royal Bank of Canada, CIBC, Bank of Montreal, HSBC Bank, 
KEB Hana Bank of Canada, Shinhan Bank of Canada, EY, Korean Air, Gowlings WLG, Mackie Research Capital, 
Stikeman Elliott, Galleria Supermarkets, Pan Asia Food, Farber Financial and many more. 

4



Year after year, we continue to feature dynamic and eminent individuals as our keynote 
speaker – those who have made exceptional contributions in Canada and around the 
world. Our past speakers include:

Daniel Kim, a Vancouver-based artist, empath, and counsellor; 
the producer of Pop Danthology (10+ million views on YouTube)  

Anita Lee, award winning Executive Producer, 
National Film Board of Canada, Founder of the Reel Asian Film Festival

Helen Pak, Chief Executive Officer and Chief Creative Officer, 
Havas Canada and former Creative Strategist, Facebook

Donald Chong, Principal, of award winning firm, 
Williamson Chong Architects 
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Daniel Kim, a Vancouver-based artist, empath, and counsellor; 
the producer of Pop Danthology (10+ million views on YouTube)  

Last year, thanks to generous support from 
corporations and individuals, we were able to raise 
nearly $80,000 for the KCSF’s scholarship, bursary 
and student development programs. It was a 
sold-out event with 300 people in attendance. 

KCSF takes pride in itself on creating a long-term 
and mutually beneficial partnership with its 
stakeholders. This year, we hope to continue the 
success of the KCSF Scholarship Night Gala through 
our sponsor partnerships. 
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Raise Funds

Celebrate Achievements

Th e  G o a l s  o f  t h e  K C S F  S c h o l a r s h i p  N i g h t  G a l a

Build Partnerships and Awareness

In order to fulfill our mandate, KCSF needs resources and 
financial support. The KCSF Scholarship Night Gala will help 
raise vital funds to support our efforts in providing scholarships, 
bursaries and leadership development programs to high-school 
students, post-secondary students and young professionals. 
Our goal is to raise $100,000 this year. 

The Gala presents an opportunity to foster existing partnerships and to 
build new partnerships with various stakeholders.. It also provides an 
opportunity to showcase our programs, our scholars and alumni and 

most importantly the impact that the beneficiaries are making in the 
community. It is also a platform to formally recognize our generous 

supporters and volunteers. Overall, the Gala is an opportunity to 
strengthen our community.

Celebrate the achievements of the Korean Canadian 
community and present scholarships to the next generation 
of leaders. The KCSF has also begun an important program 
to honour and recognize significant individuals and 
achievements through its Dream Tree Award program. 
The Dream Tree Award has been given to:

• Donald Choi, of Donald Choi Canada Ltd., who has donated over $800,000 to the KCSF scholarship 
program, and has established the new Donald Choi Canada Scholarship valued at $35,000 over 4 years;

• Raymond Chun, Senior Vice-President of TD Canada Trust, who has been instrumental in the growth and 
elevation of many Korean-Canadian charities for the purposes of corporate giving and sponsorships
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The Gala is the primary source of funding for the KCSF’s student leadership 
development programs

As stated above, KCSF receives no funding from the government and operates solely on philanthropic gifts 
and sponsorships from corporations and individuals.

The awards provided by KCSF’s distinguished scholarship program are supported by specific endowed funds 
and gifts. However, to provide and implement the scholarship program, KCSF establishes a stream-lined 
application process, performs a rigorous selection process, communicates with the recipients, and arranges 
for the awards and presentation at the annual Scholarship Night Gala. In addition, KCSF must oversee and 
administer the endowment fund, valued at nearly $2 million. 

The bursary program is entirely funded by KCSF’s general funds and general donations. KCSF has 
implemented a new Bursary Partnership Program that is designed to increase the amount of funding 
available for bursaries and again, the implementation of this program is also dependent on general funds 
and donations. 

Finally, KCSF’s much-praised and well attended student development programs are fully dependent on 
KCSF’s general funds and general donations. In fact, this annual signature fundraiser is the primary source 
of funding for the KCSF’s student development programs. 

KCSF’s student and leadership development programs include: 

 • Parliamentary Internship Program
 • Konnect High-school Leadership Camp
 • Soiree Networking Event 
 • Career Conference 

H o w  W i l l  t h e  F u n d s  R a i s e d  b e  U s e d ?

These student development programs enable us to 
nurture a wide range of young Canadians to reach 
their full potential as future leaders in the community. 
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O u r  S p o n s o r s

The Korean Canadian Scholarship Foundation (KCSF) has been privileged to receive 
continued support from its sponsors and friends who have generously supported the 
KCSF Scholarship Night Gala over the years.

The 35th KCSF Scholarship Night Gala held on April 30, 2016 was generously supported 
by the following sponsors:

TITLE SPONSOR
TD Canada Trust

GOLD SPONSOR
RBC – Royal Bank of Canada

MEDIA PARTNER
AllTV

SILVER SPONSORS
CIBC – Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
Kronis Rotsztain Margles Cappel LLP 
KEB Hana Bank Canada
Homelife Frontier Realty Inc. Brokerage
Galleria Supermarket 
Pan Asia Food Co., Ltd

BRONZE SPONSORS
Dodick Landau
Gowling WLG
Farber Financial Group 
Stern Cohen Accountants 
Mark Lee Real Estate
Ernst and Young
Nongshim
Shinhan Bank 
Yun Back Kim Family Foundation 

MEDIA SPONSORS
Arirang Korea TV
Korea Times
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R e a s o n s  t o  B e c o m e  a  S p o n s o r

Help build the next generation of leaders in our community: KCSF continues to be 
successful in nurturing future leaders in our community through its scholarship and student 
development programs. Your help will ensure that we continue to provide these 
distinguished programs and build the next generation of leaders in the community. 

Build prominent presence in the Korean-Canadian community and gain access to elite 
professionals: Through this largest fundraiser of its kind in the community, you would be 
able to build a prominent presence in the Korean-Canadian community, a hard-working 
community of over 200,000 in Canada and 65,000 in Toronto. You would be able to gain 
access to network of elite professionals in the community comprised of community 
builders, business leaders, and future market participants and employment candidates. 

Demonstrate social responsibility: Supporting KCSF will have a strong impact on your 
public image. As a sponsor you will receive exposure at the event and – depending on your 
level of sponsorship – through media, advertising and marketing which will demonstrate 
your commitment to supporting diversity, education and leadership development activities 
for young Canadians. 
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S p o n s o r s h i p  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

Title Sponsorship: $15,000 - $25,000 
(Exclusive – only 1 available)

Category exclusivity 
Opportunity for up to $7,500 in advertising with our media sponsor, 
AllTV (Korean Language National Specialty channel)
News release in Korean Newspapers
Two $2,500 scholarships recognized and awarded by Title Sponsor
Two complimentary tables of 10 in the VIP section at Gala Dinner (20 tickets)
Opportunity to play a video message or make a live presentation during the event. 
Recognition as Title Sponsor on all marketing material associated with the Gala 
including print, media and web presence
Corporate brand recognition and URL on KCSF website and Facebook page for one year
Corporate brand recognition on sponsor slideshow during the Gala 
Opportunity to draw for one of raffle or door prizes
Corporate logo placement on your table

Special Brand Recognition:
Opportunity to display full page company profile and/or advertisement in Gala program
Opportunity to provide promotional giveaway to each event attendee
Opportunity to provide a branded photo-booth with Title Sponsor’s logo with the KCSF logo
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Platinum Sponsorship: $10,000 - $15,000 
(Only 2 available)

One $2,500 scholarship recognized and awarded by Platinum Sponsor
One complimentary table of 10 in the VIP section at Gala Dinner (10 tickets)
Recognition as Platinum Sponsor on all marketing material associated with the Gala     
including print, media and web presence
Corporate brand recognition and URL on KCSF website and Facebook page for one year
Corporate brand recognition on sponsor slideshow during the Gala 
One page advertisement in Gala program
Prominent corporate brand recognition in Gala program
Corporate logo placement on your table 

Gold Sponsorship: $5,000

One complimentary table of 10 at Gala Dinner (10 tickets)
Corporate brand recognition on event tickets and promotional materials
Corporate brand recognition on KCSF website and Facebook page
One page advertisement in Gala program
Prominent corporate brand recognition in Gala program
Corporate logo placement on your table

Silver Sponsorship: $2,500

2 Tickets to Scholarship Gala Dinner
Corporate brand recognition on KCSF website and Facebook page
Half-page advertisement in Gala program
Corporate brand recognition in Gala program

Bronze Sponsorship: $1,000

4 Tickets to Scholarship Gala Dinner
Corporate brand recognition on KCSF website and Facebook page
Half-page advertisement in Gala program
Corporate brand recognition in Gala program
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Gala tickets are $175; a table for attendees may be purchased for $1,750 (10 tickets) and a 
sign on your table will clearly indicate your organization’s support of KCSF.

Ticket and Table Purchases

Community Sponsorships: $500

1 Ticket to Scholarship Night Gala Dinner
Recognition on KCSF website and Facebook page
Recognition in Gala program 

Please contact Philip Cho, Chair of KCSF at philip.cho@kcsf.ca for additional information or to discuss other 
sponsorship opportunities. 

*Tax receipts can be requested for a portion of the ticket price for income tax purposes.
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Founded in 1978, KCSF was the first Korean-Canadian community charity in Canada to grant 
merit-based scholarships and later, to provide bursaries and student leadership development 
programs. Every year, we assess approximately hundreds of applicants and select 20 to 25 
promising post-secondary students. 

The vision of the program is to nurture young future leaders, by investing in candidates who 
demonstrate academic excellence, community involvement and a commitment to intellectual, 
personal and professional development.

To date, KCSF has awarded over 700 scholarships and bursaries in the total amount of $1.5M to 
young promising post-secondary students across Canada and around the world, truly investing in 
Canada’s next generation of leaders. In 2016 alone, KCSF awarded $70,000 in scholarships and 
$5,000 in bursaries. 

Our scholarships are made possible by the generous donations of individuals and businesses. 
For 2016/2017, KCSF is proud to establish, through the generosity of Donald Choi Canada Ltd., 
the new Donald Choi Canada Scholarship valued at $35,000 over four years. 

As of September 30, 2016, the market value of the KCSF Scholarship Endowment Fund is 
approximately $2M. 

To date, KCSF has awarded 700 scholarships in the 
total amount of $1.5M over 38 years 

S c h o l a r s h i p  P r o g r a m
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Irene Chang is a partner in Gowling WLG’s Toronto office and a 
member of the Energy, Projects & Infrastructure, and Mining 
Industry groups. Her practice focuses on domestic and 
cross-border project development and M&A transactions in the 
energy and infrastructure sectors. 

Having significant international experience, Irene has advised 
clients located in Canada, the U.S., South Korea and around the 
globe on transactions in North America, Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa. 

Jae Bum was born in Seoul, South Korea and immigrated to 
Canada in 2002. Jae Bum graduated from Queen’s University 
with Bachelor of Commerce and acquired Chartered Accountant 
Designation (CPA, CA) at Deloitte, which is one of Big Four 
accounting firms. Jae Bum is currently working as an 
international audit manager at CIBC. Recently, Jae Bum has 
been admitted to worldly prestigious INSEAD MBA, which is 
located in France.
 
Jae Bum received a KCSF scholarship in 2008 and he has served-
KCWA Family and Social Services as a Treasurer. 

Melissa Kim received a KCSF scholarship in 2005. Melissa is 
currently serving the Premier of Ontario and her Cabinet as a 
Policy Advisor in Cabinet Office. Specializing in developing 
strategic legal policy, Melissa works with some of the top legal 
policy lawyers in the country on exciting policy and law reform 
initiatives. She is also currently acting as a Law Reform Consultant 
for the Government of Vietnam on legal system reforms as part of 
the National Legislative Development Project. 

Melissa’s previous experiences include serving the Attorney 
General (Ontario) as Crown Counsel in the Justice Policy 
Development Branch, and working as a summer associate at 
White & Case LLP in New York City and Shin & Kim in Seoul. 
Melissa received her Juris Doctor and her Bachelor of Arts from 
the University of Toronto. 

S e l e c t  N o t e w o r t h y  P a s t  K C S F  S c h o l a r s

KCSF boasts some inspiring alumni including award-winning actress Sandra Oh.

Irene Chang

Jae Bum Park

Melissa Kim
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Started in 2009, Konnect is an annual overnight 
leadership/mentorship camp for grade 9-12 students 
organized by the Student Development Committee 
(SDC) in KCSF:

   To address the developmental needs of the Korean 
Canadian high school students. 

   To provide opportunities for Konnect Leaders 
(post-secondary students) to explore outside of their 
boundaries 

   To connect leaders of past, today, and the future

   Konnect Leaders (post-secondary students) are 
selected to develop and execute the  program for high 
school students, guided by mentorship from the SDC. 

Main themes include: Korean-Canadian identity, 
post-secondary life and career exploration, 
mentor-mentee relationship and development of 
interpersonal skills. 

S t u d e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m s

CAREER TALKS
KCSF-SDC PRESENTS

HOW TO SURVIVE AND THRIVE IN THE WORKPLACE

PANEL DISCUSSION & NETWORKING EVENING 

February 8, 2017  @ 7 PM

HELICONIAN HALL
35 HAZELTON AVE

According to the 2006 Census data, close to  60% 
of first- and second generation immigrant youth in 
Canada attend university.

Once transitioned from being a student to finding 
a work place, young professionals in their early 
and mid- careers need guidance to navigate how 
to survive and thrive in their chosen industries.

It is time to engage our young Korean Canadians 
in a thoughtful dialogue on launching into a 
career path that will allow them to excel in their 
chosen professions and reach their full potentials.

Distinguished panelists will be invited to a 
moderated discussion on the chronicles of the 
journey from post-secondary education to landing 
a first job, and from an early career to accelerating 
in your chosen industry.

Come and join us to discuss your 
career path!

K O N N E C T  H i g h s c h o o l  
L e a d e r s h i p  C a m p C a r e e r  T a l k s

“I received helpful 
information, but 

more importantly, 
I gained useful 

connections and 
relations.”
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S o i r é e  N e t w o r k i n g  E v e n t  

The largest interdisciplinary networking 
event in the Korean-Canadian Community

Annual sold-out networking event hosted by KCSF, 
to provide young and established professionals and 
post-secondary students an opportunity to network 
with others in the community and to develop their 
networking skills. 

Soirée is an excellent opportunity for anyone looking 
to reconnect with colleagues and friends, expand 
their professional network across generations and 
industry lines, meet with future mentors and 
mentees or foster meaningful relationships with 
established professionals.

Last Soiree held on November 17th, 2016 at 
Arcadian Loft was yet another sold-out success with 
over 200 attendees. 

Featured a workshop on a wide range of networking 
and relationship building skills, led by Paul Kuttner, 
Principal of innovate!Inc. and COO of Zentrela Inc.
 
Sponsored by Consulate General of the 
Republic of Korea in Toronto

B u r s a r y  P a r t n e r s h i p  P r o g r a m

In 2010, the KCSF bursary program was introduced 
to support post secondary students who are in 
financial need. Since then KCSF has awarded 5 to 10 
bursaries every year.

In 2015, the KCSF Bursary Partnership Program (BPP) 
was established to invite other community organiza-
tions to partner with KCSF to expand the number of 
bursaries available to the members of the communi-
ty. 
For 2016/2017, KCSF expects to announce four new 
BPP bursaries.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  I n t e r n s h i p  
P r o g r a m

Is a non-partisan 4-month paid internship 
program  established in 2011  

Each year one intern is selected from Eastern 
Canada to be an intern in the office of a 
Parliamentarian 

Since establishment, a total of four interns have 
successfully completed the program 

The program was established by Senator Yonah 
Martin and former Member of Parliament Barry 
Devolin, in partnership with KCSF and KCCA 
(Korean Canadian Cultural Association)
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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

Chair, Board of Directors

Philip Cho, Partner | Kronis Rotsztain Margles Cappel LLP 

Directors 

Byung C. Moon, MD. FRCS© Southlake Regional Health Sciences Centre | Division of Cardiac Surgery 
Dae Kang, Principal | An, Kang & Associates

Daniel Im, Vice-President and Controller | Pet Valu Canada Inc. 
Davis Yoo, Senior Advisor | PwC Canada Strategic Transformation and Program Executive

Irene Chang, Partner | Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP
John Chung, Vice-President | Technology | Allied Properties REIT

Kathy Kim, Senior Associate | Client Services | Lannick Finance & Accounting
Mark Lee, Team Lead | YC Real Estate Team | HomeLife Frontier Realty Inc. 

Micah Adler, Campaign Director | Funding Matters Inc. 
Soo Kim, Vice President | BSI Investments Ltd. | Sales Representative | RE/MAX Aboutowne 

Executive Committee

Chair: Philip Cho
Vice-Chair: Davis Yoo
Treasurer: Daniel Im

Secretary: Irene Chang 

19



C o n t a c t  U s

We appreciate your time and interest in KCSF and look forward to discussing 
sponsorship opportunities with you. 

For more information, please contact: 

Philip Cho, Chair, KCSF – philip.cho@kcsf.ca

Soo Kim, Gala Leadership Committee Chair – gala@kcsf.ca  
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